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Commanding Officer

Commandant of the Marine Corps (Code ED), Headquarters Marine Corps,

washington, D. C. 20380

(1) Comsanding Officer, Marine Aireraft Group 31 (Attm: §-3)

(2) Commending Gemeral, 24 Marine Aireraft wWikg, Fleet Marine Force,
Atlantic, Marine Corps Alr Station, Cherry Point, North Carolina
28533 (Attns 5C~103)

(3) Commanding Gemeral, Fleet Marine Force, Atlantic, Norfolk,
Virginia 23511

Command Chronology; period of 1 July 1981 through 31 December 1981

(a) MCO 5750.1k

(v) vgd 3750.18

(e) Gru0 5750.1B

Marine Fighter Attack Squedrom 251
Marine Corps Alr Station
Beaufort, South Carolina 2990%

be Period Covered

1 July 1981 through 31 December 1961

c. Commend snd Staff

Commanding Officer ItCol N. G+ G. KERR
1 July ~ 31 December 1981

Exscutive Officer Major He L. LOGAN
1 July - 31 Deceaber 1981

Operations Officer Major B. E. POLEY _
1 July - 15 November 1981

Najor J. M. GAUTREAUX
16 November - 31 December 1981

Intelligence Officer Capt C. G, MUMFURD
1 July = 31 December 1581
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Adeinistration Officer Major J. M. GAUTREAUX
1 July - 135 Nevember 1981

WP.&&W
16 November -~ 15 December 1981

Major W. A. FEFFER
16 Degember - 31 Decembder 1981

legistics Officer 1/1% W, R. CRONIN
1 July - 2 magust 1981

Capt N. P, MAMMARELLA
3 sagust - 31 Decesmber 1981

Alreraft Maintesnance Officer ¥ajor J. E. DAUBERT
1 July = 31 December 1981

Sergeant Major Sgtiaj D. WASHINGION
1 July « 31 December 1581

MONTR SFFICERS  EMLISTRD
25 197
’.:.5’.; 26 198
Septender 26 200
Ostodber 26 200
Novesber 27 205
December 26 203
2. Sequense of Events
s iy

(1) VMFA=-251 flew 268.4 hours/186 sorties.

(2) 11 July, Capt J. R HEDGES and 1/It T. L. HAMILTON departed for
?msmmwmpuammmwmsm
WrI) 281,

(3) 19 au;. 2 sireraft and a Maintenance detachment depart for MCAS,
Yuma, Arizona, in support of wrl 2-8l1.

be st
(1) VMPA-2S1 flew 248,0 hours/198 sorties.
(2) 6 August, 1 aircraft returns from MCAS, Yuma, Arizona.

(3) 17-19 august, LtCol N. G. G. KERR and mor m x:. pcxxx attend the
WTI 2~81 Commander's Orientation Course, f/
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(4) 22 iugust, Capt HEDGES and Lt HAMILION return from MCAS Yusa as
designated wWIl's.
: {5) 23 mgust, the WII Maintenance Detachment arrives at MCAS Besufort.
(6) 2b-28 mugust, the squadron participates in the $th Alr Force Exer-
cise, "Quick Thrust" 281,
{(7) 25 august - 3 September, LitCol N « KERR attends the Command
Safety Course at the Naval Post Graduate mag g California,
S» Septesber

(1) VFa=251 flew 328.2 hours/197 sortiss.

{2) 1~30 Septesber, squadron aircraft and crews on alert for CINCLANT-
FLT contingency *Sopwith Camel”,

(3) 15 Septesmber, 3 aircraft, 2 aircrew, and support personnel detach
gnngsggg%egggﬁﬁg

() g% the squadron participated in COMFITWINGONE Exer-
cime, "SeaBat® =81,

d. Ootober
(1) VMFA=251 fiew 260.6 hours/176 sorties.

(2) 10 Ostober, EW/CAS trials detachament retwns. A total of 169.9
gﬁ%iﬂ.ﬂ;»ﬂ!ﬁgagga

(3) 12«16 October, the squadron participated in a Commanding Gemeral,
24 MAV gaggignggu\aé Standdown.

(4) 20-22 October, the squadron flew 28 sorties in support of Anti Air
su.ggntﬁuw?mr

(5) 25 October, VMFA-251 Maintenance Department is graded "Overall Ex-
cellent” by the 2d MAV AkM inspection team.

o Novesber
(1) VHFA=251 flew 24l.5 hourn/178 sorties.

(2) 1«30 November, squadron aircraft and crews assums alert for CINC-
LANTFIT contingency '"Sopwith Camel®,

f. Deswsber
(1) VMFA=251 flew 203.9 hours/202 sorties.
o
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(2) 30 Novesber « 7 December, Captts C. Q. MIMFORD and J. K. YOUNG
sucocessfully completed the Alr Combat Tmetics Instructor (ACT(I)) evaluation
gonducted by MAWIS~l perscanel.

(3) 1 December, 2d MAW ALM inspection teams inspect VMFA-251 Opera~
tions, Intelligence, and Safety/NATOPS, which received grades of "satisfactory
overall” with notewerthy areas.

(4) 912 December, all hands participated in Aviation Element Exercise
(AVELEX) 1-82,

gn(f.)sa.w December, the squadron pmicipttcd in COMFITWINGONE Exercise,

(6) 23 December, the Thunderbolts and their families exchanged Christ-
mas greetings and wishes for a Happy New Year at a party held in the aquadron

a. The squadren began the period with a Change of Command Ceremony on 30
June as Lt0ol N. G. G. KERR relfeved LtCol D. A. RICEWIKE as the Thanderbolt
Coumander. Although persennel turbulence during this peried was minimized, the
arrival of five replagseasnt pilots from VMPAT-10l impasted heavily on squadron
operations. As a remlt, emphasis was placed on getting these replaceaent pi-
lots gombat ready and on traiaing in support of the squadron Training Exercise
Esployment Plan (TEEF).

ba On 1} July, Capt HEDGES and Lt HAMILTCON went to NCAS, Yuma for WFI 2-81.
They were followed on 19 July by twe squadron aireraft and the Maintenance Sup-
pert Detachunent.

€. Augnst's operational activities focused on All weather Intercepts and

preparing the new replacement pilots for the Fighter Weapons syllabus, Om 17
mmmmarmwtwm,mw«tmwm

M’-WW, Having succesafully completed the WII
course, Capt HEDGES and It HAMILION returned home om 21 August. The retrograde
mm.zu.mmzmmzsmsﬁkmma:mmmw
tachment. The following week LtCol KRERR attended the Command Safety Course at
the Naval Post Greduate Sechool, Monterey, California. From 24-28 August, Fight-
or Escort and CAP sorties were flown in conjunction with 'Quick Thrustn 2.8},
an exercise spensored by the Ninth Alir Force.

de Mmmmumm.mmmmmmmmm
LANTFLT contingency, “Sopwith Camel". During the week of 12.16 September, the
squadron detached one airereaft and crew to NAS, lLemoore, Califormia as part of
a MAG~31l detachment for overlaamd ACM training. During Exercise "SeaBat® 4-81,
held between 22-24 September, Electronic Werfare training was conducted. Con=-
currently, ths squadron Maintenance Department stood an AkM inspection conduct-
ed by 2d MAW, resulting in a final grade of '"overall excellent". The foeal
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point of operational agtivities sas at Hellis AFB from 15 September through
10 Oetober the eoaduct of the Rlectreanic Warfare/Close Aly Support

during

m/w;um:. The squadson supported these trials with thres aireraft, two
orews, and a twenty-four sen Maintensnce Support Detachment. 7The 169.9 hours
mnmmummnwmmwnum
“oan do" spirit of ViNFA=25l Maintenauce personnel.

¢« October was b:ummmwmmcmvm/
Safety Stonddown from the 12%h the 16th. During this wWing-wide OPTEVAL,
the foeus was on the basics. In to the aircrews receiving leotures on

Wmmmmmmmmawmm
eral K. A, SMITH, ¢ Ma&mmmmmas&

MEAD, Commanding Officer, Marins Aireraft Group 3i. following
COPIEVAL, the MAG condusted Aqti-Air warfmre Exercise (AAWEX) 7 The “T-Bolts"
flew 28 Aly Defense sorties, 4 more than wes fragged, during this 3 day exer-
oises

f. In November, VMFA=251 began earnestly preparing for a February, 1982 de-
ployment to NAS, Ossana, Virginba for the Fleet Fighter AGM Readiness Program
(FFARP)s Raphasiszing fnitial MO8 gqualificstion for five replacemsnt pilots and
preparing Capt's MIMIORD and YOUNG for certificatieon as Alr Combat Tactics In-
stractors (ACI(I)), the squadron flew 80 Fighter Wespons sorties, In additionm,
the squadron was again on alert for "Sepwith Camal®.

8§+ Decenmber was usheresd in by an inspection of the squadron's Operations,
by the 2d MAW ALM inspectisn team.

Intelligence, and Safety/NATOPS Departnents
Operationally, the month commensed with the ACT(I) certification by MAWES-l In-
strustors of Capt's MUNFOED and YOUNG. The 2d MAY sponsored AVEILEX 1-82, on
Q=12 Decesber, required alle~hsads participation to ascomplish VNHFA-251's mie~
sion. During the first phase of the operation, the Thunderbdolts played an in-
tegral rols in the defense of Beaufort against an air threat. On 12 December,
the squadren spearheaded a mass strike, composed of all MAGe3l air assets,
against the headquarters of the Commanding Gemeral, 2d MAW. The parting shet to
1981 was Exercise "SeaBat 1-82, oonducted during 15~17 Decesber. Partieipating
on a limited banis, the squadren flaw 10 sorties and received valuable training
ia Ele¢tronic warfare.

he Throughout this peried, the Thunderbolts remained ready to perform its
primary role of offensive and defensive air warfarve.

lormen Ge G KERR
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